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      Here is an explanation how juvenile justice cases 
are processed through juvenile court. Each case is 
handed on an individual basis, into account the 
juvenile’s history,   seriousness of the offense prog-
nosis for rehabilitation.  

(1) When the police complete an investigation in-
volving an offense committed by a juvenile, the 
officer may: 

A) reprimand the juvenile and release to his                  
or  her parents,                                       

      B) refer the juvenile for voluntary counseling, 

C) seek a petition in the Juvenile Court, charging 
the juvenile with committing a crime.  

(2)   If a petition is filed, the Juvenile Court can: 

A) warn and counsel the juvenile, and dismiss 
the   petition. 

B) place the juvenile on the Consent Calendar /      
informal probation, 

C) set the matter for the Formal Calendar in     
Juvenile Court. (The Formal Calendar means 
that the juvenile appears before a Juvenile Court 
Judge in the courtroom and has the right to be 
represented by and attorney), 

D) under certain, strictly regulated circum-
stances, the juvenile offender may be waived for 
transferred to  Circuit Court to be tried as an 
adult.  

(3) If the petition is placed on the Formal Calendar, 
the steps are as follows: 

 A) A PRELIMINARY HEARING and ARRAIGN-
MENT is scheduled to determine probable 
cause; i.e., is there enough evidence to believe 
the juvenile offender has been involved in crimi-
nal behavior. A decision is also made regarding 
the placement of the juvenile until  further pro-
ceedings.   The juvenile may plead guilty or not 
guilty; after being advised of the charges against 
them.  

The appropriateness of pretrial release is determined. 
If the juvenile offender pleads guilty, the court will 
schedule the case for disposition. If the juvenile of-
fender pleads not guilty, the case will be set for trial.  

( C) A PRE-TRIAL CONFERENCE is held prior to the trial 
for the prosecutor and the defense attorney to meet 
and discuss the case. Determinations are made re-
garding evidence that can be used at the trial and deci-
sions    regarding whether the juvenile offender will 
plead guilty to the crime charged. 

(D) The ADJUDICATION HEARING can be before a judge  
or jury. During this proceeding, the judge or jury will 
determine whether the juvenile offender has commit-
ted a crime and, if so, what that crime was. The prose-
cution must present evidence to prove the juvenile       
offender’s guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. The juve-
nile offender is adjudicated, i.e. found guilty of commit-
ting a crime, the judge will set a date for disposition, a 
procedure similar to sentencing.   

     A pre-dispositional report is usually prepared by a 
juvenile probation officer. It provides information re-
garding  the juvenile offender’s history, any prior court 
involvement, role of parents in the offender’s life, 
along with recommendations for disposition. The vic-
tim’s input through the impact statement or interview 
may also be included.  

(E) At the DISPOSITIONAL HEARING determination of 
the appropriate disposition is the responsibility of the 
judge. Alternatives may be considered such as formal 
probation, residential treatment at the Juvenile Center, 
or commitment to a private institution or state facility 
with supervision from the Family Independence 
Agency. Additionally, the judge may order participation 
in programs such as counseling, education, or drug/
alcohol treatment. Additionally, the judge may order  
community service and financial restitution to the vic-
tim.  

(4)The juvenile offender may appeal his or her adjudi-
cation to the Circuit Court and in some instances, to a 
higher appellate court.  



Constitutional Rights 

 The right to be treated with fairness and to  

       respect a person’s dignity and privacy 

       throughout the criminal justice process.  

 The right to timely disposition of the case 

       following arrest of the accused. 

 The right to notification of court proceedings. 

 The right to attend trial and all other court  

       proceedings the accused has the right to attend. 

 The right to confer with the prosecution.  

 The right to make a written and/or oral victim im-
pact statement to the court at the dispositional 
hearing (sentencing). 

 To have restitution ordered by the Court for 
losses suffered by you due to physical, financial, 
or emotional harm caused by the juvenile of-
fender’s criminal conduct. 

 The right to information about the conviction,        
sentence, imprisonment, and release of the ac-
cused.  

 To be notified by the Police Agency of emergency 
and medical services available you as a crime victim. 

 To be notified of the availability of victim’s compen-
sation benefits: the address of the Crime Victims 
Compensation Board and whether you are eligible 
for such benefits.  

 To be notified of the telephone number of the ju-
venile detention center to determine if the juvenile 
offender has been released from custody . 

 To receive and explanation of juvenile court proce-
dures.  

 To receive an explanation of procedures to follow 
if threatened or intimidated by the juvenile of-
fender. (If this should happen to you, call the police 
immediately.) 

 To consult with the Prosecuting Attorney in order to 
give your views about the disposition of the cast.  

 To receive notice of any scheduled court proceeding 
and any changes in that schedule.  

 To confer with the Prosecuting Attorney prior to the 
selection of the jury, and prior to the trial. 

 To receive notice of the juvenile offender escapes cus-
tody while awaiting trial.  

 To be notified if the juvenile offender has filed an appeal. 

 To an explanation of the appellate process. 

 To be advised if the juvenile offender has been released 
on appeal bond. 

 To be advised as to time and place of appellate court 
proceedings. 

 To be advised of the result of the appeal. 

JUVENILE JUSTICE DEFINITIONS 

Adjournment - A delay asked for by the judge or  either 
the prosecution or the defense attorney.  The judge must 
agree to the delay. 

Adjudication Hearing - A court proceeding in which the 
guilt or innocence of the juvenile offender is determined.  If 
the offender pleads not guilty the proceeding is similar to a 
trial with testimony and evidence presented to the judge or 
jury. 

Bond - Having the juvenile offender post financial security to 
insure his/her appearance at later proceedings. 

Dispositional Hearing - Court proceeding in which juve-
nile offender is sentenced. 

Dispositional Review - A hearing to review a juvenile of-
fender’s progress and compliance with a disposition order. 

Juvenile - A person under the age of 17. 

Motion -  Court hearing to answer legal questions. 

Petition - A request for court action against juvenile ac-
cused of a crime. 
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