
LEELANAU COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
REGULAR SESSION – Tuesday, January 19, 2016 
Tentative minutes – meeting recorded. 
 
Meeting called to order by Chairman Rentenbach at 7:00 p.m. Today’s meeting is being 
held at the Government Center, 8527 E. Government Center Drive, Suttons Bay, 
Michigan. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America was led by 
Rentenbach, followed by a moment of silence. 
  
Roll Call:  District #1 – Open   
      #2 – Debra L. Rushton  PRESENT 
      #3 – William J. Bunek  PRESENT 

      #4 – Ty Wessell   PRESENT 
      #5 – Patricia Soutas-Little  PRESENT 
      #6 – Carolyn Rentenbach  PRESENT 
      #7 – Melinda C. Lautner  PRESENT 
 
Guests present. 
 
Communications, Proclamations, Presentations and Awards: 
None.  
 
Approval of Minutes — 
Regular Session, November 17, 2015: 
Add to February 2016 agenda. 
 
Executive Board of Commissioners Meeting, December 8, 2015: 
#013-01192016 Regular Session 
MOTION BY BUNEK TO APPROVE THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
MEETING MINUTES OF DECEMBER 8, 2015.  SECONDED BY RUSHTON. 
Discussion – none. 
AYES – 6 (Bunek, Lautner, Rentenbach, Rushton, Soutas-Little, Wessell) 
NO – 0        MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Regular Meeting, December 15, 2015: 
Add to February 2016 agenda. 
 
Special Session, December 31, 2015: 
Add to February 2016 agenda. 
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Organizational Meeting, January 5, 2016: 
#014-01192016 Regular Session 
MOTION BY RUSHTON TO APPROVE THE ORGANIZATION MEETING MINUTES 
OF JANUARY 5, 2016.  SECONDED BY WESSELL. 
Discussion – none. 
AYES – 6 (Rushton, Soutas-Little, Wessell, Bunek, Lautner, Rentenbach) 
NO – 0        MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Executive Board of Commissioners Meeting, January 12, 2016: 
Commissioner Bunek noted that on page 8, fourth paragraph it indicates 1949-1946 and 
should be 1946-1949. 
 
#015-01192016 Regular Session 
MOTION BY BUNEK TO APPROVE THE JANUARY 12, 2016, EXECUTIVE BOARD 
OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING MINUTES, WITH THE NOTED CORRECTION TO 
PAGE EIGHT.  SECONDED BY LAUTNER. 
Discussion – none.   
AYES – 6 (Bunek, Lautner, Rentenbach, Rushton, Soutas-Little, Wessell) 
NO – 0        MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Approval of Agenda and Late Additions/Deletions: 
#016-01192016 Regular Session 
MOTION BY BUNEK TO APPROVE THE AGENDA AS PRESENTED.  SECONDED 
BY RUSHTON. 
Discussion – none. 
AYES – 6 (Bunek, Lautner, Rentenbach, Rushton, Soutas-Little, Wessell) 
NO – 0        MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Public Comment: 
 Jay Johnson of Empire Township.  Johnson read from a prepared statement.   
“My name is Jay S. Johnson. My wife and I have been summer residents of Glen Arbor 
Township for fifty years and year-round residents of Empire Township for ten years.  
When our grandchildren are ‘Up North’ each summer, their bedtime stories are often 
chapters from Paddle-to-the-Sea, a 1941 book that describes the journey of an Indian 
boy’s small wooden canoe.  Released into a stream near Lake Nipigon, the boy’s canoe is 
propelled by the winds and the currents and traverses all of the Great Lakes en route to 
the Atlantic Ocean.” 
 
“On January 3, 2016, former Governor William G. Milliken called for the closure of the 
62-year-old Pipeline 5 that carries crude oil across state-owned submerged lands 
beneath the Straits of Mackinac to supply refineries in Sarnia, Ontario and Detroit.  
Governor Milliken notes that safer, land-based, pipelines are readily available to supply 
crude oil to those refineries.  From reading Paddle-to-the-Sea, you might assume, as I 
once did that the waters in the Straits of Mackinac flow eastward – out of Lake Michigan 
and into Lake Huron.”   
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“If that were true, an oil spill beneath the Straits would not threaten us because 
Leelanau County is, supposedly, upstream from the threat. Science says otherwise. The 
Great Lakes Environmental Research Laboratory (GLERL), part of the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), has confirmed that the waters in the Straits of 
Mackinac flow both east and west.  This federally-funded laboratory’s research shows 
that a major part of the oil from a pipeline rupture beneath the Straits would end up in 
the northern parts of Lake Michigan, including waters between Beaver Island and the 
Lower Peninsula.  You can watch videos of GLERL’s oil spill trajectory analyses on 
YouTube by searching “Mackinac Oil spill Trajectory”.  Leelanau County has more than 
160 miles of pristine shoreline on Lake Michigan. North Fox Island, in Leelanau Township, 
is fifty miles from the Straits of Mackinac and only ten miles from Beaver Island.” 
 
Johnson continued that “Governor Milliken’s concern should be our concern. If Pipeline 5 
ruptures beneath the Straits, the fish we catch, the fish we eat, the birds we watch, the 
birds we hunt, and the beaches we walk, are all at risk.  The Leelanau County 
Commission should support Governor Milliken’s sensible call to shut down Pipeline No. 5.” 
 
Johnson continued that Cheboygan City, Cheboygan County, Emmet County, Genesee 
County and Wayne County have all passed motions asking for this. 
 
Johnson noted that he served as Deputy General Counsel of the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration from 1988 to 2000. They do great work and are very 
valuable to the State of Michigan and we should be listening to them and the science 
that they present. 
 
 Curt VanderWall of Mason County.  VanderWall introduced himself to Commissioners.  
He is currently a County Commissioner and Chairman of the Board of Commissioners for 
Mason County.  He is also a 101st District Representative candidate.  VanderWall noted 
that his phone is always open and thanked everyone for all they do. 
 
 Bruce Price of Lake Leelanau.  Price commented that he sat through three hours of 
hearing and will reiterate that you cost us $20,000.00 per year per Commissioner.  
There are three good candidates left, get on with the appointment, do not have gridlock 
and appoint someone tonight.  If you don’t appoint – that is $2,000.00 we spend on you 
for not doing anything. 
 
 Anne Leabo from Bingham Township.  Leabo began with “323 days left to work”.  She 
has come tonight seeking answers.  The Treasurer has requested spending $57,099.00 
on a proposal with Lexis-Nexis. Although they have exchanged a few emails, she has yet 
to get the answers to the questions she has asked; although he has assured her that he 
would sit down with her to answer them. If he doesn’t know the answers, he could let 
her know that he doesn’t know the answers.  Leabo is hoping that the Commissioners 
can obtain the answers before they authorize the spending of that kind of money and 
know what you are getting for it.   
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Public Comment closed as no further comment. 
 
Review of Financials: 
Commissioner Bunek questioned the invoices for the Sheriff’s purchase of three cameras 
and he (Sheriff Borkovich) may be starting a pilot program. If he (Borkovich) is going to 
outfit all of the deputies, it should be by bid instead of piece meal – that is his sentiment.  
Bunek wondered how the Board felt about it.  Janik will look into it. 
 
No further questions. 
 
Action Items – 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield 2016 Health Insurance Renewal Proposal: 
#017-01192016 Regular Session 
MOTION BY LAUTNER TO APPROVE THE 2016 ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 
CONTRACT – MONTHLY CAP PROGRAM BETWEEN BLUE CROSS AND BLUE 
SHIELD OF MICHIGAN AND THE COUNTY OF LEELANAU AND FURTHER MOVE 
TO APPROVE THE AGENT FEE PROCESSING AGREEMENT EFFECTIVE MARCH 1, 
2016, WITH BLUE CROSS AND BLUE SHIELD, COUNTY OF LEELANAU, AND 
LEWIS WOLTERS, C & M INSURANCE, AND THAT THE CHAIRMAN BE 
AUTHORIZED TO SIGN SAID DOCUMENTS. SECONDED BY RUSHTON. 
Discussion – none.   
AYES – 6 (Lautner, Rentenbach, Rushton, Soutas-Little, Wessell, Bunek) 
NO – 0        MOTION CARRIED.  
 
Sheriff - Renewal of Inmate Healthcare Services contract with Advanced Correctional 
Healthcare: 
#018-01192016 Regular Session 
MOTION BY BUNEK TO WAIVE THE BOARD POLICY ON BIDS AND APPROVE A 
FIVE-YEAR CONTRACT BETWEEN LEELANAU COUNTY AND ADVANCED 
CORRECTIONAL HEALTH CARE TO PROVIDE INMATE HEALTHCARE SERVICES.  
SECONDED BY LAUTNER & RUSHTON. 
Discussion none.  
AYES – 6 (Bunek, Lautner, Rentenbach, Rushton, Soutas-Little, Wessell) 
NO – 0        MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Acceptance of donation/contribution: 
#019-01192016 Regular Session 
MOTION BY LAUTNER TO ACCEPT THE $1,000.00 DONATION FROM THE 
SUTTONS BAY ART COMMITTEE TO FUND THE INMATE ART PROJECT; FUNDS 
TO BE DEPOSITED IN FUND #213-000.000-673.000.  SECONDED BY 
RUSHTON. 
Discussion – none.   
AYES – 6 (Lautner, Rentenbach, Rushton, Soutas-Little, Wessell, Bunek) 
NO – 0        MOTION CARRIED. 
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Treasurer – Proposed Homestead Exempt Solutions Assessment Contract: 
County Treasurer John A. Gallagher, III was present and as it stands tonight there is not 
a final contract.  He would like to request approval from the Board of Commissioners for 
the Chairman to sign it once legal counsel has approved it.  The proposed contract no 
longer requires the full 28,000 parcels to be submitted. The obligation will require the 
County for the full two-year time.  Should there be a time that the County not continues 
the contract, there will be a penalty of $0.15 per parcel for any that were not selected.  
Once signed, the only other concern was the draft agreement was presented under 
Schedule A and referencing an additional document.  Gallagher spent three hours 
between the attorney and the vendor and they believe that that document has been 
identified.  Once the lights turn on tomorrow, they will be able to see if that satisfies our 
Attorney and see if that closes the concern. 
 
Commissioner Rushton asked about the price and if it was $57,000.00 annually and 
Gallagher responded no, that was the original proposal.  The dollar amount is up to 
$57,000.00.  It is basically $2.00 per parcel to do an export which gives 140 categories 
across a national database and every possible data base that can be given. It is much 
more efficient than it can be done in house and the integrity is much better than we can 
provide. Rushton asked if after a couple of months they were to terminate the 
agreement, what will the penalty amount be and Gallagher responded that any 
remaining parcels of the 28,000 that are not exported, a penalty of $0.15 per parcels 
would be assessed.   Gallagher gave further detail.  Rushton questioned further if 
Gallagher looked at any other agencies?  Gallagher indicated that there is no comparable.  
Leelanau County would be the first in the State of Michigan to utilize this service; it 
would be a pilot project for Michigan, so he has been able to squeeze a little leniency 
with the contract and so they are able to push the envelope a little further. 
 
Commissioner Wessell commented that with respect to the Treasurer’s request, it seems 
bad practice not to review the final contract before approval and he would prefer to 
bring it to Commissioners in February. There ought to be real rare occasions when we 
can’t look at the contract before approval. 
 
Commissioner Soutas-Little asked if there is a hurry?  
 
Gallagher responded that he had discussed this with the Administrator prior to the 
meeting and he had suggested that we just proceed.  Administrator Janik commented 
that he thought the Commissioners would want an update.  The County actually has a 
contract with Lexis-Nexis; it is just the financial terms that they are waiting on.  There is 
no disagreement with the actual agreement that the County already has – there are 
three agreements – the Treasurer, Equalization and Sheriff Departments all have 
outstanding agreements and have a familiar working relationship with them, so there is 
familiarity and in addition the terms have been identified.  It is a matter of the wording, 
if you will, and if the Chairman isn’t comfortable he would presume that she wouldn’t 
sign it and then they could come back in February. 



Leelanau County Board of Commissioners 
Regular Session – January 19, 2016 

6 
 

Commissioner Soutas-Little asked if they (the contracts) are all for various types of 
services: Sheriff is for eCrash; Equalization he does not know what they use; the 
Treasurer’s office pulls from Accurant, Driver’s Licenses, Voter ID’s, Registered 
Addresses. So, yes it is similar, but they are able to use that system across national data 
base; they are expanding that product on a national level.  They are giving us a more 
aggressive pricing structure.  They are seeing a niche in the market looking at this in 
Michigan.  Gallagher continued with answers. 
 
Commissioner Soutas-Little stated that at Executive Committee you (Gallagher) 
expressed some concern with the outcome data that was being presented and some that 
was unrealistic.  Gallagher responded that if at any time performance data falls below 
6%, would they give an exit clause – which they would, but that is how he got the 15% 
and he was trying to hold them accountable to their performance. They suggested 
leniency.  Soutas-Little asked Gallagher if he has sufficient staff should that many denials 
be generated.  Gallagher indicated that it will not happen overnight.  This is going to 
provide data and the data is what is going to be sorted, filtered out, letters need to go 
out and do a hands on decision of whether or not it is a bonafide denial or exemption.   
The new employee hired on has the practical stills to work with this information, is 
excited and will hit the ground running. 
 
Commissioner Lautner likes the national piece of this.  It would be fair to say that we at 
least know the maximum exposure at this point – that clearly Janik has the thumb on 
the heart beat on this. 
 
Administrator Janik summarized the contract.  Commissioner Rushton asked if the 
original contract was approved by the Board of Commissioners and Janik affirmed.  Janik 
continued that this is the third contract and is a basic two page document.  This is 
outlining the terms.  Steps that have been taken to this point were further reviewed.   
 
Commissioner Bunek commented that he is skeptical about this and when this program 
was instituted, it was to pay for itself.  Money was used ahead and now there is the 
potential to put in $57,000.00 and it is becoming very impersonal.  This is going to affect 
the people of Leelanau County greatly as you are talking about 28,000 parcels.  If you 
are taking 28,000 parcels at $2.00 per year equals $56,000.00.  The numbers are not 
adding up.  Bunek continued that Gallagher had said that there were about 75 being 
handled when this was in Equalization and now it is going to jump to 28,000 per year.  
This doesn’t compute that this is going to happen. Without the contract and without 
looking at this, why are we in such a hurry? This is supposed to pay for itself and the 
numbers are not adding up.  He cannot support this the way it is being presented.   
Treasurer Gallagher commented that they are looking at gathering information and the 
impersonal part is the gathering data. There is no personal way to get the data; to get 
their last address, driver’s license, vote, where do they file their taxes – that is 
impersonal.  It becomes personal when the letter is sent and he gets on the telephone 
and the questionnaire that he sends them – that is the personal part and the human 



Leelanau County Board of Commissioners 
Regular Session – January 19, 2016 

7 
 

element.  That is what his office does. This is going to speed up the program and speed 
up the gathering of data to get the information and not spend time barking up the 
wrong tree.  This is going to show him both sides of those that should have Homestead 
exemptions and those who shouldn’t.  It is going to be a work in progress and he 
doesn’t know how they are going to do it.  If they can’t do 28,000 in one year, which 
they won’t be able to – but that is where they were able to negotiate it.  So they won’t 
be paying the full amount – that is what they are trying to get worked out with legal 
right now. 
 
Commissioner Wessell said he likes the idea, but does not intend to vote for this and 
wants to see the contract. 
 
Commissioner Soutas-Little commented that her only question and reservation is – are 
we duplicating data?  Have you reached out to Equalization and is there data that they 
are using? Treasurer Gallagher responded that he believes it would be the opposite, that 
if the Treasurer’s office had pursued this contract it could be shared with Equalization.  
It would be much more detailed and advanced than what is being obtained through 
Accurant.  It is a per request system.  The previous agreement was per request, it was 
the fee.  Every time a look-up was done, there was a fee.  Anytime the request was 
done, the information was uploaded.  Process explained by Gallagher. 
 
Chairman Rentenbach commented that it sounds like there are unanswered questions 
and there is not enough manpower for the personal touch.  It sounds like a lot of money 
to get the data. Gallagher indicated that the Treasurer does the requests and sends the 
letters to the people so there is personal contact.  We have identified the list, the 
multiple different addresses and we would like that information looked up and that is 
how he planned to approach this.  Explanation continued. 
 
Commissioner Rushton questioned if information is not requested to the tune of $2.00 
per parcel it will not be billable. 
    
Item to be placed on the February agenda when the contract is ready.  
         
Senior Services – Acceptance of donation/contribution: 
#020-01192016 Regular Session 
MOTION BY LAUTNER TO ACCEPT THE CONTRIBUTION GIVEN TO THE 
LEELANAU COUNTY SENIOR SERVICES FROM THE BAY AREA SENIOR 
ADVOCATES (BASA) FOR SENIOR SUPPORT IN THE AMOUNT OF $4,000.00 
AND PLACED INTO THE LEELANAU COUNTY SENIOR SERVICES 
CONTRIBUTIONS FROM OTHER AGENCIES, ACCOUNT #281-000.000-677.000.  
SECONDED BY RUSHTON. 
Discussion – none. 
AYES – 6 (Lautner, Rentenbach, Rushton, Soutas-Little, Wessell, Bunek) 
NO – 0 VACANT – District #1     MOTION CARRIED. 
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Senior Services – Snow Removal Services contract with Higher Ground Maintenance and 
Services: 
#021-01192016 Regular Session 
MOTION BY WESSELL THAT LEELANAU COUNTY SENIOR SERVICES BE 
ALLOWED TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH SCOTT HERRINGTON DBA, 
HIGHER GROUND MAINTENANCE AND SERVICES, TO PROVIDE SNOW 
REMOVAL SERVICES FOR THE SNOW REMOVAL VOUCHER PROGRAM, THAT 
BEGAN JANUARY, 2016.  SECONDED BY BUNEK. 
Discussion – none.  
AYES – 6 (Wessell, Bunek, Lautner, Rentenbach, Rushton, Soutas-Little,) 
NO – 0 VACANT – District #1     MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Senior Services – Contract with Medicare Improvement for Patients and Providers Act 
(MIPPA): 
#022-01192016 Regular Session 
MOTION BY LAUTNER TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH MEDICARE 
IMPROVEMENT FOR PATIENTS AND PROVIDERS ACT (MIPPA) TO WORK 
TOGETHER TO PROVIDE INFORMATION, COUNSELING AND ASSISTANCE AND 
REIMBURSE LEELANAU COUNTY SENIOR SERVICES $100.00 PER COMPLETED 
LOW-INCOME SUBSIDY OR MEDICARE SAVINGS PROGRAM ENROLLMENT 
APPLICATION THROUGH SEPTEMBER 29, 2017.  SECONDED BY BUNEK. 
Discussion – none.  
AYES – 6 (Lautner, Rentenbach, Rushton, Soutas-Little, Wessell, Bunek) 
NO – 0        MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Planning and Community Development – out of state travel for Director: 
#023-01192016 Regular Session 
MOTION BY SOUTAS-LITTLE TO APPROVE OUT OF STATE TRAVEL AND 
ATTENDANCE BY PLANNING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
TRUDY GALLA TO THE APA NATIONAL CONFERENCE, APRIL 2-5, 2016, IN 
PHOENIX, ARIZONA, WITH A COST NOT TO EXCEED $2,550.00; COSTS TO 
COME FROM THE 2016 PLANNING DEPARTMENT BUDGET FOR EDUCATION 
AND TRAVEL.  SECONDED BY BUNEK. 
Discussion – none.  
AYES – 6 (Soutas-Little, Wessell, Bunek, Lautner, Rentenbach, Rushton) 
NO – 0        MOTION CARRIED. 
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Planning and Community Development – MSHDA Housing Grant: 
#024-01192016 Regular Session 
MOTION BY BUNEK TO APPROVE THAT LEELANAU COUNTY’S MSHDA GRANT 
APPLICATION, REQUIRING A RECOMMENDATION ON LOAN TERMS AND THAT 
WE SELECTION OPTION C: 
 

% OF AMI 

0‐29 
30‐49 
50‐59 
60‐80 

% OF CDD FUNDS FOR PROJECT

100% Forgiven 
75% Forgiven 
50% Forgiven 
25% Forgiven 

% OF LEVERAGE FUNDS

All have monthly 
payments over 10 years, 
except 0‐29% AMI 

LIEN OPTION 1‐5

 
OPTION 3 

 
SECONDED BY WESSELL. 
Discussion – none.  
AYES – 6 (Bunek, Lautner, Rentenbach, Rushton, Soutas-Little, Wessell) 
NO – 0 VACANT – District #1     MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Planning and Community Development – EPA Extension request for Revolving Loan Fund 
(RLF): 
Planning and Community Housing Director Trudy Galla was present and explained the 
proposed letter to Commissioners, which is a request to extend the loan for a second 
time and explained why. If approved, the date will be changed on the letter.  Galla 
responded to questions from Commissioners.  
 
MOTION BY SOUTAS-LITTLE TO APPROVE A 12-MONTH EXTENSION AND APPROVE THE 
AUTHORIZATION LETTER AS WRITTEN.  SECONDED BY WESSELL.  
Discussion.   
 
Motion and support amended. 
 
#025-01192016 Regular Session 
MOTION BY SOUTAS-LITTLE AMENDED TO AUTHORIZE THE PLANNING 
DIRECTOR TO DRAFT AND SUBMIT THE LETTER TO MS. KARLA AUKER, 
BROWNFIELDS PROJECT MANAGER AND PROJECT OFFICER REGARDING THE 
REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF U.S. EPA BROWNFIELD REVOLVING LOAN 
FUNDS GRANT BF-00E00377-1, LEELANAU COUNTY, MICHIGAN AND THAT 
CHAIRMAN RENTENBACH BE AUTHORIZED TO SIGN. SECONDED BY WESSELL. 
Discussion continued.  Commissioner Lautner questioned the other projects and if this 
was going to involve Sugar Loaf? Galla responded that the Revolving Loan Fund has not 
been used on Sugar Loaf; it was listed when the revolving loan fund was established as 
an example given the size of the project.  For Sugar Loaf you need a viable developer, a 
plan and a way to develop it.  By leaving it in they are reminding them of the potential 
sites and that there are others. 
AYES – 6 (Soutas-Little, Wessell, Bunek, Lautner, Rentenbach, Rushton) 
NO – 0        MOTION CARRIED. 
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Administrator – Renewal of Veterans Affairs Service Contract: 
Administrator Janik commented in response to a question from the Chairman that there 
were no updates from last week’s meeting. 
 
#026-01192016 Regular Session 
MOTION BY LAUTNER TO APPROVE THE VETERANS SERVICES CONTRACT 
RENEWAL WITH GRAND TRAVERSE COUNTY FOR 2016, 2017, AND 2018 AS 
PRESENTED.  SECONDED BY BUNEK. 
Discussion – Commissioner Rushton wanted to bring it to the attention of the 
Commissioners that she read on the Ticker that Grand Traverse County may not be able 
to fund their Veterans through their General Fund and may be going to a vote of the 
people.  Rushton asked how this would affect Leelanau County and Janik responded that 
it will not impact us.  Leelanau County has a contract for service and we pay a set fee to 
them.  Janik added that if Grand Traverse County can’t provide the service, Leelanau 
County wouldn’t pay. Janik explained how the services are currently provided.   
AYES – 6 (Lautner, Rentenbach, Rushton, Soutas-Little, Wessell, Bunek) 
NO – 0        MOTION CARRIED. 
 
2016 Goals: 
Administrator Janik thanked all Commissioners for submitting their feedback regarding 
goal preferences for 2016.  The goals he listed were four items that there appears to be 
“common ground” on with Commissioners.  He also listed all comments on the following 
pages.  Janik reviewed the memorandum he drafted.  
 
#027-01192016 Regular Session 
MOTION BY BUNEK TO ACCEPT THE FOUR GOALS ON THE FRONT PAGE AS 
THE 2016 GOALS: 
 

1. Being proactive on MERS/unfunded liability issues and to explore 
alternative retirement plans for future employees 

2. Develop a long-term building maintenance plan to address the 
ongoing issues with the Law Enforcement Center and to develop a 
long-term capital improvement plan for the County 

3. Continue to offer professional development opportunities for 
County employees and to enhance the services offered to 
residents 

4. Explore enhancing public safety programs and services that are 
beneficial to citizens in terms of public health, safety, drug 
awareness and security 

 
SECONDED BY RUSHTON. 
 
Discussion – Commissioner Wessell commented that there were a lot of things on the 
following pages that need to be considered and he would urge Commissioners to not 
just look at these four things; but vote on a list of final things.  Wessell noted that 
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Commissioner Lautner went so far as to say we shouldn’t have goals and he (Wessell) 
believes that goals are so important in driving the budget process, etc., and it is 
premature to adopt just these four items and say we have all the goals.  He continued 
that he feels it is important to listen to each Commissioner as to why he/she believes 
their goals are important.  
 
Commissioner Lautner said she feels that we should not have a set of formal goals, 
unless they are unanimously agreed upon by the Commissioners; she believes that these 
four can be unanimously adopted.  We all have personal goals and that is where our 
energy should be spent. But just by majority to adopt them she believes is unfair and 
will not support that. 
 
Commissioner Soutas-Little thinks goals are a way of providing leadership to the 
Departments. It is important to discuss all the goals and why they are being suggested 
for consideration.  It is incumbent on the Commissioners to provide direction as to what 
policies this Commission will be supporting and adhering to.  These first four are good 
goals, some are limited and she would call them more “action” than “goals”.  The one 
that she added in the financial area is to “encourage cooperation and collaboration 
between the Treasury, Equalization, Planning Departments (including Brownfield and 
Land Bank Boards) and Accounting, where appropriate, in development of unified 
databases and tracking mechanisms to monitor program success and effective 
coordination of shared responsibility program areas on a year-by-year basis and 
historically overtime. Today’s discussion with the Treasurer on Homestead Exemptions 
really points to the need for goals.  She knows the departments do outstanding work 
and there is a need for collaboration.  How does information move from place to place?  
It doesn’t need to take a lot of time.  Departments need to be able to share information 
that is jointly needed.   
 
Commissioner Bunek commented that if this passes, it doesn’t mean we are limited. This 
gives us a basis to begin the discussion.  If we set these up, at least we have a starting 
point and can agree on and move forward from there.   
 
Commissioner Wessell said he would be willing to adopt these; however, he trusts that 
we would then say that we have our goals and that would be it.  He would like to look at 
them all and see what is important.  
 
Commissioner Lautner commented that she disagrees that this is a contract with the 
constituents.  If Commissioner Wessell does not agree with her goals and yet because it 
was voted on by a majority; he would have to fight for Lautner’s goal in Northport.   
Some of the goals would not be fair to her constituents; some would not be fair to his 
constituents.  Lautner continued that her contract is what she ran on and that is not in 
here as far as wording in a goal. What she ran on is not spelled out in all of the goals — 
although she expressed to her Constituents what her goals are and they understand. 
She believes that simple majority is unnecessary. 
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Commissioner Wessell responded that we will have to disagree.  Boards and 
Commissions reach majority decisions and that becomes the goals and mission and our 
commitment and our contract with the constituents.  Once the Board makes a majority 
vote, and then that becomes the goal or the commitment of the Board.  It something is 
supported by the majority that becomes the decision of the Board that is supported and 
that means he may be supporting something he voted no on. That means he will be 
supporting something. 
 
Commissioner Soutas-Little commented that it is important to remember that 
Commissioners are serving the citizens of the County, not just your district.  We are to 
serve the needs of the County and we are here to address the needs and problems that 
the constituents are saying are important.  This should not be viewed as partisan, she 
does not see this as district isolated, what we ought to have is goals of what the needs 
are in this County and how those needs ban be met – this is setting goals, direction and 
is leadership.   
 
Commissioner Rushton reminded this Board that as Commissioners they were asked to 
provide the Administrator with a list of items each felt important.  The information has 
been provided.  She agrees that Commissioners should start someplace as it took until 
the middle of May 2015 to decide on goals last year. We can fight this battle all day long.  
She would like to see the Commissioners complete this project before the end of the 
month.  There are other items listed that can be looked at down the road.  The 17 items 
are not going to be discussed at any length to solve the problem. 
 
Commissioner Lautner commented that she believes that the goals are providing 
leadership. All four goals are providing direction.  One goal for example that she didn’t 
support last year is housing and there is much discussion on the biggest problem for 
housing and that is zoning.  She believes that her township (Solon) is furthest along in 
housing, is a pacesetter and is well on track of providing the most affordable housing in 
2016.  They have done that without the County being involved.  That is just one 
example of how housing can be done if they really want to do it without it costing 
County resources.  She continued that she can sit here and pick apart every one of these 
suggestions.  She thinks that she has come a long way from not wanting any goals and 
she is being a team player. 
 
AYES – 3 (Bunek, Lautner, Rushton) 
NO – 3 (Rentenbach, Soutas-Little, Wessell)  MOTION FAILS. 
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District #1 County Commissioner Vacancy: 
#028-01192016 Regular Session 
MOTION BY BUNEK TO APPOINT STAN KOUCHNERKAVICH TO THE COUNTY 
COMMISSIONER DISTRICT #1 VACANCY.  SECONDED BY RUSHTON. 
Discussion – paper ballots were provided. County Clerk read the votes by the 
Commissioners as each provided ballot was required to be signed or initialed by 
respective Commissioner for identification. 
AYES – 3 (Bunek, Lautner, Rushton) 
NO – 3 (Rentenbach, Soutas-Little, Wessell)  MOTION FAILS. 
 
#029-01192016 Regular Session 
MOTION BY SOUTAS-LITTLE TO APPOINT BRUCE DeBOER TO THE COUNTY 
COMMISSIONER DISTRICT #1 VACANCY.  SECONDED BY WESSELL.   
Discussion – paper ballots were provided. County Clerk read the votes by the 
Commissioners as each provided ballot was required to be signed or initialed by 
respective Commissioner for identification. 
AYES – 3 (Rentenbach, Soutas-Little, Wessell) 
NO – 3 (Bunek, Lautner, Rushton)    MOTION FAILS. 
 
#030-01192016 Regular Session 
MOTION BY WESSELL TO APPOINT ANTHONY ANSORGE TO THE COUNTY 
COMMISSIONER DISTRICT #1 VACANCY.  SECONDED BY SOUTAS-LITTLE.   
Discussion – Commissioner Wessell commented that this is a candidate that has received 
four yes votes tonight.  If all would vote for this candidate that was done over two 
earlier votes, we would have a seventh member seated and he encouraged a yes vote. 
 
Commissioner Rushton commented that the members of this Board cannot possibly 
know what citizens in District #1 want.  She lives in District #2 and works in District #1 
and has a lot of people stop in at her business and express their opinion and complaints.  
As of late, regarding this issue, they would prefer to vote for their candidate. She 
continued that secondly, there were two applicants that came before this Board that had 
previously spent their own money and took the time to campaign door to door.  Those 
two individuals were serious contenders in recent elections.  Mr. Kouchnerkavich came 
within 35 votes of winning the seat and that speaks volumes to her of what the people 
in Elmwood Township want as a Commissioner.  He is well educated and very well 
experienced having been a Township Supervisor.  He has stayed in touch with the 
happenings and the County Board.  She respects those two gentlemen that went out 
and pounded the street for the position and that shows a desire and passion for the job.  
For her, District #1 has spoken.   
 
Paper ballots were provided. County Clerk read the votes by the Commissioners as each 
provided ballot was required to be signed or initialed by respective Commissioner for 
identification. 
AYES – 3 (Rentenbach, Soutas-Little, Wessell) 
NO – 3 (Bunek, Lautner, Rushton)    MOTION FAILS. 
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Amendments and Transfers: 
None. 
 
Claims and Accounts: 
#031-01192016 Regular Session 
MOTION BY LAUTNER TO APPROVE CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $199,612.11.  SECONDED BY BUNEK. 
Discussion – none.  
AYES – 6 (Lautner, Rentenbach, Rushton, Soutas-Little, Wessell, Bunek) 
NO – 0        MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Post Audit Claims and Accounts: 
#032-01192016 Regular Session 
MOTION BY LAUTNER TO APPROVE POST AUDIT CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS IN 
THE AMOUNT OF $1,795,917.73.  SECONDED BY BUNEK. 
Discussion – none. 
AYES – 6 (Lautner, Rentenbach, Rushton, Soutas-Little, Wessell, Bunek) 
NO – 0        MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Discussion on the body cameras followed the motion. 
 
Special reports by staff, commissioners, elected officials, and affiliated agencies: 
 Commissioner Wessell commented that last week one of the Board members of the 
Northern Michigan Community Mental Health passed away.  He was a very dedicated 
individual. 
 
Commissioner Comments – Reports on committee/commission appointments: 
 Commissioner Wessell had a question about the process regarding the Commissioner 
appointment.  If there is any chance to schedule an additional meeting, he would 
request that it be this week, as he would be out of town after that.  He would like the 
Commissioners to try one more time and would suggest this Thursday.  Commissioner 
Rushton indicated that she has a potential conflict, but is willing to see if she can change 
her appointment.   
 
Public Comment: 
 Bruce Price from Lake Leelanau.  Price commented that it is very disappointing to see 
what just happened again.  The Commissioners had three very good candidates apply 
and it must have been something that they said that certain members don’t like.  The 
price has now gone to about $2,500.00.  Price referred to Commissioner Rushton’s 
comment regarding her logic for appointing someone that ran for the office.  When the 
Road Commissioner appointments were taking place, the individual that ran for the 
office was kicked to the street, wasn’t good logic at that time and wouldn’t appoint him 
because of that.  Perhaps the Board is a little inept one way or another. Price concluded 
that this reminds him of Washington, DC. 
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 Anne Leabo.  Leabo thanked Commissioners wholeheartedly for obtaining some of the 
answers she has been trying to obtain.  To her knowledge the Treasurer has not 
contacted the Director of the Equalization Department regarding any of this, to her 
knowledge and hasn’t spoken to her in over a year. Leabo had a few comments 
regarding a contract and if services and costs are being duplicated, which bothers her if 
the County is.   
 
Adjourn: 
#033-01192016 Regular Session 
MOTION BY RUSHTON TO ADJOURN.  SECONDED BY LAUTNER. 
AYES – 6 (Rushton, Soutas-Little, Wessell, Bunek, Lautner, Rentenbach) 
NO – 0        MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:31 p.m. 
  

 
 
__________________________________   ___________________________________ 
Carolyn Rentenbach, Chairman                   Michelle L. Crocker, Leelanau County Clerk 
Leelanau County Board of Commissioners    Clerk, Leelanau County Board of Comm.    


